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IIS FRIENDS IN PARTICULAR, 
| WILLIAM MATTHE 
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ERE is hardly a ſituation more painful to the 
feelings of a benevolent man, than that in which 
thinks himſelf called on to defend his opinions at 
e expence of thoſe whom he loves, and fincerely 
les to reſpect. Such a ſituation is mine, and I am 
t without the conſequent embarraſſment. But that 
re of truth, and that attention to my friends, which 
dope ever to poſſeſs, will not eaſily admit of my ſi- 
ice, For though my name may be but little known, 
xd my. conſequence ſmall in itfelf, yet have I the 
aſure to number among my friends, in different parts 
| the nation, many worthy and intelligent per ſons, who, 
WS many poſſible occaſions, muſt feel themſelves inte- 
led in my happineſs, and the diſcuſſion of my cha- 
ter, And as I have ſuſfictent reaſon to think that 
opinions, f. tuation, and views, have been injuri- 
; ply Hoken of in different places, I am induced to 
os together a brief account of myſelf, and of the 
ment I have met, and am likely to meet with, S0 
my friends have au opportunity of knowing the 
6 , and I the ſatisfaction of arranging ſome ſenti- 
ents of my heart, which I ſeriouſly believe ſhould be 
* only known but conſidered. {> 
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In my early youth, being an elder ſon of a poor x 
numerous family, I was obliged to decline the comm 
advantage of a village education, which others of 
father's children enjoyed, and labour for the comm 
ſupport of the houſhold. In ſuch circumſtances, a 
neceſſarily reſtrained as I was from the frequent amu( 
ments of childhood, I contracted an early habit 
thinking on the good and ell, truth and error, 
human life. And as my father was earneſtly concern 
that my advantage of a religious ſociety conneRi 
ſhould be turned to the beſt poſſible account, he toc 
every opportunity of introducing me at ſuch meetin 
of worſhip and diſcipline, as lay within my reach. 
Hence it was that the principles and economy 
our ſociety became the early objects of my conſider 
tion. I found a ſtrong and prevailing bias in Su 
friends, and almoſt every thing peculiar to them ; 
had earneſt deſires after a part in that good which fon 
of the firſt-viſited among them ſeemed to me ſo em 
nently to have enjoyed; the nature of which bleſſir 
I was far from being unacquainted with in the litt 
experience of my own mind. 
But in this early initiation into the ſaciety, in whe 
I was permitted to mingle as the child of an hone 
man, but whom few knew more about, and fewer nc 
ticed, J had frequent opportunities of obſerving t 
various effects of apparent degrees of religion, int 
regulation of affections and manners, and of makin 
my remarks on diſcipline. Theſe opportunities di 
not paſs without furniſhing frequent convictions in 
mind, that much imperfection was among us, as we 
as that error and wickedneſs abounded in the world. 
ſaw that we were 'not freed from uncertainty abo 
things deemed eſſential among ourſelves, becauſe it fre 
_— happened that under a 9 ſenſe or Fw 
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truth, one friend was of one mind about the ſame 
hing, and another of another. _ 

In the progreſs. of my remarks, I could not but ob- 
frve, that the repetitions of queries and anſwers 
roved the frequent occaſion of this variety of opinion. 

S therefore ſeriouſly ſat myſelf to conſider whether 
loſe queries contained within themſelves things that 
dere, or were not, uniformly important, and neceſ- 
ivy to be agreed on? This became a ſubje& of long 
ud frequent deliberation, For on the one hand, I had 
ad the accounts, and reyered the characters, of our 
utient friends, many of whom ſuffered much, and 
died in priſon for their religious principles; and I could 
zot but be diffident of my abilities to judge, on account 
of my youth and inexperience. But on the other hand, 
is I advanced a little in knowledge, I found that ſe- 
nous men of different, and even oppoſite principles, 
had long before given to thoſe principles the teſtimony 
of martyrdom. Therefore ſuch, in itſelf, could be no 
ſolute proof of the ſufferers being excluſively right. 

The more I examined, the more I doubted, not about 
the real nature of religion, which I believed to be meek- 
neſs and love, and the conſequent purity of heart and 
manners; but whether it were neceſſary for a real 
Chriſtian to be found in the practice or profeſſion of any 
«t or principle, Abich the example or doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt did not poſitively injoin or imply. 

One refle&ion, inſeparable from this ſubject, was, 
bat by ſo attempting to Gmplity religion, a vaſt variety 
of opinions, and peculiarities of faith and practice, 
muſt come under the head of unimportance, and be 
conſidered among the fruits of human zmperfetion. But 
inding myſelf unable to give them a better deſcription, I 
yas obliged to be as well content withit as I could, while 
ſound, and ſtill find it my duty, to think favourably 
of all ſerious men, among whom have originated any 
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of the articles of erroneous faith, or any of the works 
of ſupererrogation. I ſay, I feel it my duty, becauſe 
in the neceſſary buſineis of looking into myſelf, I find. 
as appertaining to my nature, ſuch manifold ſeeds of 
imperfection, as leave me no hope of attaining to per 
fect wiſdom in this ſtate of exiſtence ; and ſurely none 
of attaining the divine acceptance, but in the over- 
ſhadowing goodneſs and mercy of the one infinitely per 
ect Bemg! © AER 1 9 

But as the inſpired Apoſtles themſelves were © Men 
of like paſſions” with the people among whom they 21! 
dwelt, and were not, as appears, always clear of miſap- pub)! 
prehenſion about duties and matters of religious ſcruple; "'* c 
ſo it could be no derogation from the worthy character bis { 
of our antient friends, to ſuppoſe that in ſome impor- be ex 
tant particulars they alſo diſcovered a ſhare of human 5» ' 
infirmity. Nevertheleſs, T was ſenſible how prevalent [ wa 
among us the opinion is, that they, being called out off thoſc 
the world, as a peculiar people, and inſpired as exam- ſome 
ples in all righteouſneſs, are to be conſidered with pe more 


euliar reſpe&, and their example to be regarded as in in 01 
all things right. Hence I was long ago convinced, eu 
from reflection, as I have been ſince abundantly by N 
proof, how much any one among us muſt ſuffer, in the cipa 
opinion of his brethren, who ſhould venture to call in m 
queſtion the rectitude of any of the rules of our an- all 
tient teſtimony ! Er ate et ot L _ = ſoc1« 

About the ſeventeenth year of my age, a period ſuch 
when the convictions of truth, and the allurements of imp 
folly, were ſtrongly working on my mind, I was vi- © nat 
ſited with a ſevere fit of illneſs, and called to a conſi- e 
deration more deep and ſerious than ever, of the vanity <P! 
of the numerous avocations of men: On this occaſion, N it 
my mind was earneſtly, engaged in an enquiry what I unr 


ſhould leave undone, and what I ſhould believe and 2 div 
do, to obtain the favour of God, and eternal life. 
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My great weakneſs of body was the cauſe of much! 
humiliation of mind, and I wiſhed with much fervency,: 
nat my returning ſtrength, of which I had an earneſt, 
night be devoted to the remembrance of my Creator in 
the days of my youth. But ſo far as I had ventured. 
to doubt reſpecting ſome few. of the principles of our 
diſcipline, and the hberality of our ſociety conduct, I 
felt no alteration in my views of the matter. 8 
About this time my mind became very vnexpectedly 
mpreſſed with an apprehenſion, that at ſome future 
W aſon I ſhould find myſelf called to bear a part in the 
W public teſtimony to the goodneſs and mercy of God, by 
W the diſpenſation of his univerſal love, in Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſon. I felt the weight of ſuch an undertaking to 
be exceedingly great; and my difficulties I afterwards. 
fv would be many, on account of the difference which 
El was conſcious ſubſiſted between my ſentiments and 
thoſe of many of the Judges in our Iſrael, reſpecting 
I ſome points of diſcipline which I doubt have occaſioned 
more unbrotherly treatment, and more breach of unity, 
In our ſociety, than all the defections of moral righ- 
touſneſs put together. 

My objections to our eſtabliſhed bifciptian lay prin- 
cipally againſt our deeming it neceſſary to fix judg- 
ment upon,“ anddiſown, as unfit for our communion, 

all ſuch as contract marriage out of the pale of our 
bciety: And againſt the cenſuring and diſowning of 
uch as ſhall not refuſe to pay tithes, and other demands 
W impoſed by act of parliament for the eſtabliſhment of a 
national church. Reſpecting all which, I conceived 
we had no warrant from ſcripture example or pre- 
WT cept, to impoſe ſuch prohibition or cenſure; and to do 
it without ſuch warrant, clearly appeared to me an 
13 — work, calculated to promote uncharitable 
| 1 diviſions, and prevent the growth of that good ou 
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1 
ſhould be the firſt obje& of all religious ſociety, formed 
under a profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion, for the mu- 
tual enjoyment of that love, and that liberty, which Wl __ 


Jeſus Chriſt came to manifeſt and proclaim, as well 3s WE 
for the fulfilling of the Law. port 


Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, Iwas not els; a8 # 
occaſion ſeemed to offer, without making them known 2 
among my brethren in the part of the nation where * 
I reſided; though I was not without my ſhare of that of 
light eſteem from ſome, hich ever attends ſuch an wn 
om communication among us. | 4 = 


1 was labouring under this e the time 
of my opening in the public miniſtry appeared to me to fell 
be come; and it is not eaſy for me here to deſeribe what mw 
I felt, 5 ſome ſeaſons of weakneſs and fear, from the 
_ expectation of peculiar difficulties which I ſhould have 
to encounter in the diſcharge of what appeared to me 
to be a part of my duty. But my mind being ſtrength- 
ened in the main, with a degree of truſt in the Father 
of Light and Spirits, and having often experienced his 
delivering power through inward and outward trials, 
I] continue unto this hour, witneſſing both unto ſmall MM 
c and great, that I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of W 
« Chriſt,” according to the meaſure and ſenſe of it which WW 
I think I have received; becauſe I feel its nature to be 
cc the power of God for ſalvation, to all them that Wl 
4c believe. 5 
I do not pretend to ſanding reſpeRing my future con- 


duet in the ſociety, what I ſhall do, or what I ſhall I , * 
omit. Iam a fixm believer in the diſpenſation of af 15 
particular providence, extending to all creatures capa- WW . ; 
ble of a law, and the feeling of greater and leſſer degrees 4 
of happineſs: Many things may appear right to me in 5 
future, which I have now no idea of; only this T-ear- 


neſtly hope to endeavour after,. to weve all the evil 1 
can, and to do all the gogd.!. | 


5 10 | 
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I am, however, to purſue my Sale by com- 
mencing as brief an account as I can of thoſe matters of 
fact which ſeem likely to fix an æra of ſome little im- 
| portance, to myſelf at leaſt, on my life and character. 

About a year ago, after a long and ſerious delibe- 
ration upon the gain and loſs of ſatis faction reſulting 
from a regular attendance of what are called meetings 
of buſineſs, where the ſubjects of my diflatisfa&ion 
become ſo often diſcuſſed, and where I was ſo con- 
ſtantly liable either to receive pain, or to give offence, 
I came to a concluſion to decline very much the attend- 
ance of thoſe meetings. Accordingly, I wrote the 
following ſhort letter to a friend of the ſelect meeting: 


hs Bath, 8 mo. 29, 1783. 
hs Efeemed Friend, „ 
ce Incloſed I ſend thee a collection from our particu- 
« lax meeting, which thou wilt pleaſe to hand to the 
monthly meeting ta-morrow, no friend from Bath 
« being likely to attend. 
« It may not be unſeaſonable on this occaſion to fay 
« reſpecting myſelf, (and eſpecially as my repeated ab- 
*« ſence may have been matter of ſome enquiry) that 
6 though i it happens now, as it has often done, to be 
every inconvenient for me to get ſo far from home, I 
« have not abſented myſelf wholly on that account. 
« I would moſt. willingly endeavour, by foregoing 
dall temporal concerns, to meet my friends conſtantly 
© at monthly and quarterly meetings, could I think 
e ſuch attendance to be in the line of my duty. But 
* after many years of ſerious thought on the ſpirit of 
* our diſcipline, in ſeveral particulars, and the general 
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e mode of procedure therein, I am come to a ſatisfac- 
e tory concluſion, that either my talent is not for ſuch 
« diſcipline, or that diſcipline itſelf, in ſome material 
parts of it, is not founded on thoſe principles which 
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appear to me the moſt truly chriſtian. This bing 
40 4 f caſe, I ſhould be acting under a mere form, and in me 
te that of an unjuſtifiable kind, were I any longer to a2 cor 
« take an active or even a ſilent part therein, | 
« For theſe reaſons, (and theſe I think ſhould be to mi 

40 ſufficient) J hope my friends will be eaſy in dif nſing 
« with my attendance at meetings of buſineſs. | woul? 
alſo expreſs a hope that the wiſeſt of them will cheriſh whic 
« for me, as I wiſh- to do for them, whom I ſincerely 
« love, the ſentiments of chriſtian charity, without 
« which all modes and peculiarities of religious ſyſtem 
cc are worſe than of no avail. 
«© Thou art at liberty to make what uſo that ſhalt - 
& think prudent of this letter, which, however, I wiſh 
© may convey the remembrance of 1 dear love to _ 

« the elders in particular. 
J am, very ſincerely, * affeRiopate friend, | 
0 W. M.” * 
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On this occaſion I indulged rather a deſire than ende 
W juſt 


expectation of being permitted to remain at a. quiet 

diſtance from that diſcipline which I could no longer WW ing. 
continue to act in with freedom. But ſuch quietude, WW beſt 
it ſeems, was inadmiſſible; and it was not Jong before upo 


J received a viſit from ſundry friends, in company of « 
with him to whom my letter was addreſſed. They 
wiſhed to know the particular points about which I diſ- 
ſented from the body. 

I can truly fay I felt a heavineſs of mind at the ap- 
parent beginning of adiſpute in which we might all be 
in danger of receiving hurt, well - apprized as I was of 
che infirmity of human nature, and the general ten- 
dency of a diſagreement in principles of church au- 
thority, to interrupt that love which is the vital ſub- 
ſtance of all true religion. On this account I expreſſed W 


my wiſhes to avoid for the * entering into parti- 
culars, 


tn 1 
eulars, eſpecially as I was perſuaded the main of my 
objections had more or leſs appeared at different times 


à communication of ſome of thoſe ſentiments of reli- 
gious liberty and toleration, which had ſo long ſeemed 
to me eſſential to the well-being of a chriſtian church. 

It would be unintereſting, as well as that it is im- 
poſnble for me here to recite the various donverſation 
which took place during ſeveral hours, to ſmall edi- 
fcation, or perhaps ſatisfaction on either ſide. My 
ſentiments were too much digeſted to be altered by ar- 
guments about the duty of conformity, and the danger 
and error of differing in opinion from a church ga- 
thered and founded as ours was, &c. &c. Arguments, 
if they be ſuch, which I had been accuſtomed to hear 
for years on various occaſions, but which have ever 
appeared to me inſufficient to remove difficulties, and 
alter matters of fact. | | YO 
I was not diſappointed on my part, at finding my- 


endeavoured to keep as clear as I could of giving any 
E juſt cauſe of offence, by matter, or manner of ſpeak- 
W ing. It became neceſſary, however, for me to put the 
W beſt conſtruction I could upon various reflections caſt 
upon me, which I hoped I did not deſerve : As that 
of wanting a wider way to walk in than the truth 
% would allow of: Being “ full of twiſting, twining, 
« and craft,” becauſe I obje&ed to anſwering queſtions 
which appeared to me impertinent, inquiſitorial, and 
improper for me to admit; as for inſtance, Whether J 
did or did not fay tithes, or other demands, which friends 
= had a teſtimony againſt? Or whether if I did not now 
bay tithes, &c. myſelf, J ſhould pay them if demanded 
of me? In return for my pleading the undoubted 
rizht which I believed a man had to think for himſelf, 
and act from his own conviction alone, in matters not 
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in meetings of buſineſs. But I was gradually urged 0 
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| declared i in Scripture eſſential to religious communion, 
and the want of authority in any church, on merely 
Chriftian principles, to exact uniformity of faith and 
practice in ſuch matters, I was deemed a pleader for 
 ranteriſm. I endeavoured to ſhew that no ſuch charac. 
terwas deduciblefrom ſuch plain and obvious principles : 
and that when any. thing of ranteriſin appeared in 
my conduct, it would be time enough to give me the 
epithet. 

But being burthened and wearied with the unprofit. 
ableneſs of ſuch converſe, I wiſhed it at an end, which 
another place than my own houſe might Totes have 
favoured. I was told by \ way of finiſhing the buſineſs 
of this conference, that it was rather ſtrange that with 
ſuch ſentiments 1 ſhould even wiſh to continue or be 
acccunted a Quaker ; but that ſurely I could not expe& 
to continue in the character of a Minifter /—with direct 
intimations that hat, at leaſt, muſt come to an end. 

My purpoſe of declining the attendance of meetings 
for diſcipline, was not altered by this interview; in 
which my judgment was {till more convinced than ever, 
that to avoid opportunities of diſſention, and of re- 
ceiving impreſſions of mind hurtful to love and charity, 
was no leſs a duty to me than to ſeek after good. And 
I had fully concluded to abide by this conviction, unleſs 
any particular occaſion ſhould ſeem to call for my at- 
tendance. 

Whatever in the order of our diſcipline may be of 
God, he can cauſe to be preſerved by means of thoſe 
who may be more fitted for ſuch kind of buſineſs than 
for any other ; while their zeal, wherever working in 
the various infirmity of nature, may be working to- 
wards ſome period, and the accompliſhment of ſome 
hidden views of a wiſe and inſcrutable providence. 
For I cannot conceive that our ſociety, on its preſent 


| privcyms of internal government, and actuated by the 
narrowneſe 
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arowneſs of ſyſtem, which bath crept in, hath within 
elf the ſeeds. of increaſe, or the properties of 2 per- 8 
nent duration. Its partial declenſion in many places, . 
ad almoſt total extinction in others, while they make 
zart of the general leſſon of the mutability of all human 
kings, ſeem to me chargeable. on that form. of god | 
ſs, which exerciſes the zeal of our members on 
nall, unimportant things; while that powver of god- 
rſs, which conſiſts in the active offices of love, is 
bo much neglected. But this I here inſert only as 
nous matter of opinion, though it is with me ſo ſe- 
ous, that I am not eaſy to omit it. Thoſe who think 
iferently, have happier views of the preſent and pre- 
iling ſtate of our ſociety: than I have been able to | 
cquire. - 
But to return to my narrative —An occaſion ſoon 
ppened within the monthly meeting in which I live, 
at induced me once more to attend, "that I might have 
opportunity of giving my ſentiments to the point. 
young woman having married out of the ſociety, 
us to be viſited by appointment, according to our 
es. The knowledge I had of her character and 
ation, as a virtuous, friendly, but almoſt friendleſs 
or girl, drew my attention to her caſe. 875 
When it came under conſideration, and an appoint- 
ent was made, I took the liberty of obſerving, that 
ie friends appointed would do well to conſider on 
hat ground they were going in this buſineſs; whether 
Wnply to query of the party if ſhe was defirous of ftill 
ntinuing a member of ſociety, (which I think the moſt 
ztinent application) or, to call her to account about 
r our rules; or for having done ſomething in 
e, /inful? For on their right eſtimate of the matter 
ould be likely to depend their ſervice in this under- 
ing : That for my own part, I was of the mind, 
though our ſociety rule was broken through, yet had 
.C a 
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- about forms of worſhip, and things of an outwa 


. 


rue 16 right to cenſure her as one. who had 1 a 
{aw of God. For among the divine rohibitions, 
knew of none which reached the caſe : hat it ſeem 
to me very inſufficient to alledge the paſſage, 2 Cor. i... « 
14, which had ſo often been urged in caſes of this x 
ture. For though the Apoſtle exhorted the early Chri 
tians, „Be ye not unequally yoked together with, y 
ce believers ;” yet was it neceſſary for us to conſid 
what kind of unbelievers theſe were: They were m. 
brother Chriſtians, differing in ſame few particula | 


nature, or about the right definition of the eſſentials 
Chriſtianity; but dark and idolatrous. diſbeljevers 
the coming of Chriſt, and the divinity of his religio 
This was ſufficiently plain from the following expre 
ſions of the Apoſtle, which are ſo many illuſtrations 
his ſenſe. For what fellowſhip. (ſaith he) bath rig 
c teouſneſs with unr ighteouſnels ? And what co: 
ce munion hath light with darkneſs? And what conco 
<« hath Chriſt with Belial ? Or what part hath. he th 
<« believeth with en infidel? And what ee hz 
e the temple of God with idols?“ 

My freedom was taken very ill ; and though no 
futation of my ſentiments was attempted, I was to 
that if I held opinions ſo oppoſi ite to the rules of friend 
I had better keep away, from their meetings,. and. 
come to © diſturb” them. 

Having a little cleared my mind, I withdrew. - : B | 
after meeting, half a dozen friends came to my hav 
and wanted another conference about my fuppoſ 
errors. I wiſhed, as on all occaſions. I hope I ſha 
to ſhew all brotherly regard; but reluctantly conſents 
to enter again into a ditcuſſion of points, which 1 hz 
ſo fully conſidered, and which experience had told n 
I could defend with ſo little effect, where the rectitu 1 


and propriety of all branches of our antient teſtimo 
we 
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wat as my friends knew my ſentiments ſo fully, the 
oſt capable of them would calmly commit to writing 
kcir objections and their advice, which I would re- 
five and weigh with attention —ſo ſhould we be in 


uprefſions, and T _—_ more clearly underſtand both 
piat they would con emn, and how they would re- 
rm. 
But as 1 lll not Ne I heard whatever wh 
jitants thought proper to ſay during another confe- 
ace of four hours; for I was willing to give full 
cope to this opportunity, which the peace ab compo- 
Wir: of my own mind required ſhould be the latt.— 
office ĩt to ſay in this place, that the event anſwered my 
Wrcfation : That I was poſitivel ly in error, end in a 
E and dangerous ; flate, was 4 matter taken for granted 
all ſides; and it was high time for me to amend; 
vt as no real particular evil was laid to my charge, 
rany ſentiment of mine proved to be wrong, but on 
i: aſſumed principle of others being 7»p/iritly to be 
Wccived as right, I was not likely to be afterwards 
ech concerned in remembering what had paſſed, The 
Wncluſion, however, was à te charge” from the ſelect 
Neeting, (Which was principally compoſed of my viſi- 
ts) that I ſbould forthwith ceaſe to appear in the 
ry, for which I was deemed utterly unfit. | 
« And is it thus (faid T in my heart) that thy free 
grace, O GoD! can be ſuſpended,—thy love changed, 
—and the Goſpel influence of thy dear Son, com- 
pletely taken from me ? Surely, then, were not 
only my preaching \ vain, but my faith were alſo vain! 
If it be thy good pleaſure that I ſhould ceaſe to ſpeak 
in thy name, let me be reverently filent ; remem- 
bering ; that thou thyſelf art ſpeaking i in the hearts of 
the evil and the my But if it be conſiſtent with 


eto be admitted without argument. 1 rather wiſhed, 


& danger of 1 hurting each other's ſpirits by unguarded 
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8 timents, he doubts 10 my. being able to anſwer the 


« at my houſe, I have not been forgetful of the natu 


16 J 
10 thy providence that I ſhould ſpeak of that faith whic 
«© J have received, and that comfort wherewith Lar 
« comforted of Thee; grant that I may be content t 
« abide within the ſphere allotted me, however ſmal 
and be willing to be accounted any thing, « or nothing 
46 rather than ſeek. the covering of men, or violate th | 
« ſacred convictions of thy truth. 9 1 0 . 

About this time, I found it on my ai to addref 
a Free, though brotherly, letter, to two. of the friend 
who had made me a viſit it; both becauſe 1 wiſhed 
have my ſentiments of their proceedings lie before then: 
and becauſe I judged them the principals in a writte 
addreſs to our particular meeting, which I could by n 
means approve. How far this, letter may have. had 
tendency to render me heterodox, T cannot ſay; b 
that all my friends may judge of the ftnefs or impre 
priety of that addreſs, I ſhall here inſert it, as. near! 


as my rough copy will allow of; N. him 
| n 
oh Reſpected Friends, L Bath, 5 5 mo. * 17 82 Um 


te Motives far different from a love of controverſ 
« have at length induced me to addreſs you in this plal 
« epiſtle, I chooſe to addreſs myſelf principally t L 
cc you, becauſe though I give equal credit for a goo 
< intention to others who have acted with you, yet mu 
« I conſider you as the men moſt likely. to weigh wit 
« attenticn what I ſhall ſay, and candidly aſſign yo 
<« reaſons, ſhould you think my ſentiments, erroneous 
« One obſervation, however, I muſt, here make, via 
cc that it 1s not very agreeable to me to offer my ſent 
« ments to any one who 1s ſo diffident of his cauſe 1 
the court of reaſon and common ſenſe, as to ſay, th: 
« if he were to abrite a volume of objections to my ſen 


% Since I had your company with ſome other friend 


464 0 
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of your viſt t, any more than of what "paſſed | in the | 
[aſt monthly meeting in this place. The remem- 
tbrance of it, however, has not been attended with 
much pleaſure, becauſe I feel more regret than per- 
haps you may ſuppoſe, that I ſhould have occafion to 
kiffer from my brethren in matters of diſcipline. Vou 
will moſt likely conclude; as heretofore, that the 
fault is in myſelf ; but that 1 wiſh to leave in the 
ſhape of your opinion, which makes me neither better 
nor worſe, And though my character may become. 
ſuſpectett in eſfential matters, I hope to live in the 
conſcibuſneſs of a governing regard to them, for my- 
own fake, the real reputation of our ſociety, and for 
the ſake of the great cauſe of Chriſtianity. ; 
« From my early youth, 1 have thought it a right; f 
and indeed a religious duty of man, independently of 
ny circumſtances of ſituation in which he may find 
himſelf placed, to conſider and have a belief X his 
own, reſpecting matters of the firſt conſequence to 
F himfelf. The duty of worſhipping God; the œco- 
WT nomy of that worſhip; and the regulation of the 
community of worſhippers with whom he may be 
Connected, I take to be ſuch matters. Reſpecting the 
We r-ceffity of worſhip, and the advantage of publick 
worſhip,, moſt ſerious men are agreed. The mode 
of performing it, and the internal government of 
churches, and who are and are not the moſt fit to 
lake an active part therein, are points which poor 
WT fallible men have been dividing about under various 
forms, and with different degrees of wiſdom and 
* weakneſs, for many hundred years. Hard, indeed, 
would be their lot, did not One, infinitely wiſer, and 
more merciful, look down upon them in their ſtate 
of infirmity; and judge of them, not as one affected 
by their weakneſs and error, but according to the 
perfection of his on attributes 

C 3 5 — 


1 40 to its being, to judge, inſtitute, alter, and adminiſte 
t as occaſion has ſeemed to require, and to expect a mo 
175 « or leſs Ari& agreement of its members in extern 
5 affairs. Our church, therefore, is not ſingular 
5 ſuch a requiſition; ; if ſhe has even proceeded to requi 
e uniformity, on the principle of being excluſiye 
_ right in the body of her articles, eollectively calle 
: N her teſtimony, ſhe hath done no more than other 
and even if the hath gone on the principle of infa 
. « Jibility, with reſpe& to this teſtimony, ſhe Hath, 
8 6 far forth, her companion in the church of Name. 


Th. ” regard to the ſincerely pious and peaceablè of: 
« deſerves particular cenſure. I conſider her ſyſtem } 
Neither let me be ſuſpected of undervaluing the qu 

* complete. I will not, becauſe I cannot, do the 
« the injuſtice to place them beyond the ſtation of a 


. to have been the reſult of their deliberations, w 


cc nions. 


i in the difficulties of infallibility. Would you xnq 
* wherein? In the matter which lies between you a 


| 55 been ſent hither. 


| 
| 
? 
' 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


"66 monthly meeting itſelf, 1 mad not  chargeab 


E 18 ] 
1 Every church hath conſidered it as a right eſſenti 


« Far be it from me, then, while 1 feel a growit 
&« churches, to think myſelf connected with one t 
« the beft upon the whole, but by no means perfet 


« lifications of worthy men, who have been from ti 
*« to time adding, and as they believed rendering me 


&« ;ble men; and infallible judgment cannot be expect 


<« have generally, in common with other aſſembli- 
made their way to a record through n. of 


** 


« But you, my friends, base involved the chu 


« this particular meeting, if not between you and 
« allude to the abritten addreſs which I before me 
te tioned, and which I Kill think had end never ha 


„ am aware, that you Al my! it was thea8 of t 


4 L. 19 1. 


« if it were wrong, on individuals; and perhaps for 
« the ſame reaſon, at all events beyond the province of 
an indiyidual to cenſure. By virtue of ſyſtem [grant 
« it is. But ſyſtems, however ſacred they are held, 
« can never alter the eſſential truth of things; and I 
10 conſider that paper as the language of thoſe, and thoſe 
« only, who were capable. of. writing the words, and 
« who really felt what they believed a concern to give 
« forth the. ſubſtance. Theſe taken from the body of 
the monthly meetieg, I ſhall not attempt to aſcertain 
« who, or how, many would be left, of ſuch : as can 
« ſilently, or ineonſiderately aſſent: Judge ye for your- 
ce ſelves of that, and let thoſe to whom the ſentiments 
« properly. belong, be content to abide them. I will 
ad tell you freely, and with equal ſincerity and regard 
« for your good intention, that I diſlike the general 
complection of the paper. 

But not to animadvert here on more chan may be 
e needful, I cannot receive as truth, or as any way 
connected with wiſdom, your, belief that every branch 
„& our. teſtimony is @ command of God. And Iam 
ec really ſorry that elders among us ſhould not be ſatis- 
« fied without going ſuch lengths in a public declara- 
tion for a_mixed aſſembly. . You undoubtedly mult 
have meaned by our teſtimony, to include the particu- 
« lars, of our diſcipline, which are ſo many declarations 
te of what is uſually called the teftimony. And to ſay 
« that every branch of it is in your belief a command 
« of God, or founded on ſuch a command, is, I think, 
« to aſcribe ifallibility to the teſtimony, if there be 
« any meaning in words; and that without the leaſt 
« neceſſity, either for the glory of God, or the good 
« of men. And you will, 1 hope, dear with me, as 
cc becomes us to do one towards another, when I tell 
„you, that in my opinion ſuch declarations, and all 
ee that is uttered 1 in the ſpirit of them, is little ſhort of 
| *Qaubing 
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e the ſake of good order, is not an act of judgment, 


« ſhort of infallibility, or of bent in every branch 


_ «from the precepts of tit who is the head of the Ca- 


THT 


4e Jaub) 1g the fabrick of the teſtimony with untem. 
cc pered mortar: ; 
It is poffible for the religious ptiriciphus of a people 
„eto be found in the main; many fules and ordefs bf 
« that people to be the teltiſt of much pious reflectibn, 
& calculated to anſwer many uſeful pürpoſes; and the 
ce whole taken together, as in the caſe of our teſimony, 
«© to be preferable to many other ſyſtems, yet to be far 


ce the command of God. ; 

« And I ſhould think, that in repreſen oo pe- 
& exliarities in fuch a poſitive tight, I mould be giving 
« that ſolemn ſtamp to feveral things hich are no more 
6 than the concluſions of common and fallible and 
& erroneous reafoning.” As che proof of it, I refer 
ee you to the very caſe now under canfideration in our 
cc monthly meeting. And though that be only 9:4 
& point, yet [ think it ſufficient to juſtify theſe ſtric- 
te tures, till you can ſhew from ſome poſitive torn. 
« ments of Holy Writ, or by ſome clear deduction 


ee tholic Church, that Chriſtians are required to paſs 
judgment on one another for the act of mixed mar- 
« riage, unleſs repentance be fully declared. 

« if it be ſaid, that our fimply declaring” our dit. 
« union with ſuch offenders againſt our rules, for 


« then let our rules ſpeak fer themſelves, eſpecially 
« that of 1719. That friends uſe their endeavours “ to 
« put a ſtop to the ſaid evil, (mixt marriage) by admo- 
4e niſhing ſuch as may appear inclinable to marry as 
cs aforeſaid, — That then ſuch perſons be dealt with ac- 
« cording to the good order of truth and judgment, 

« fixed on all ſuch as take ſuch an undue liberty.“ The 
cc very ſound and apparent ſpirit of the expreſſions, 


te carry conviction to my migd, that brman cr bun 
is 


. ů ——- — 


„ 


« as it is in Jeſus, who neither i in his own name, nor 
« that of his F ather, hath given any ſuch ©. command.” 
«© We may join in a with that our friends might 
© ever prefer marrying with one another, and never 
* to ſee that defirable mark of attachment broken 
8 through; a ſameneſs of religious ſentiments and 
“e habits being ever favourable to happinels, and the 
" orderly education of offspring. But wiſhing will 
« not be found ſufficient to guard againſt that, any 
more than many other things, which require our 
« tender treatment, and the molt liberal conſtruction. 
„lf withing, or advice, would avail, it is pity they 


© poor young women among us to young men of better 
« ſubſtance, that the temptation to accept offers out of 
te the ſociety, for want of an opportunity of ever mar- 
e rying in it, may be removed. But, alas! where in 
« general ſhall we find the rich elders and zealous diſ- 
% ciplinarians, among us, who are ſufficiently . meek 
and low of heart” in outward matters, to be willing 
« that their ſons ſhould connect themſelves with poor 
« friends? daughters, however good, and thereby re- 
i move from them a temptation to offend ! Or how 


© capacitated to be uſeful,” rather than to the rich, who 
may ſupport them in ſuperiority over others; literally 
© to live in the elegance of cieled houſes, while the 
e houſe of God is in danger of lying waſte ! The love 
«of rank and grandeur among ſome, the Jove of hoard- 


« of ſettlement for children, which run through our 
** ſociety, ſeem to me to be much the cauſes of thoſe 


„ inforced 


« is fubſtituted for the 40 wiſdom and power of truth,” . 


e were not more exerciſed in promoting marriages of 


ing money among others, and the conſequent plans | 


MANY againſt which rules are drawn up, and 


aw 


many eh in our ſociety ſhould we find, who would // 
ebe willing that their daughters ſhould be married to 
young men of low circumſtances, however pious and 
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* ;nforced with feed zeal for the honour of God, 
But a more radical and ſure remedy muſt be applied, 


ce before the evil, if it be one, will be much leſſened. Wl. Q 
c The prevalent diſpoſition of which I complain, I ; 15 

e grant, may not be chargeable on original minutes of % 
ee th 

ce the yearly meeting; many of which inculcate the "x 


_ © contrary, tho many orthodox and zealous profeſi rs 
< be lamentably wanting in regarding them. But they. Wi 44 
% are more chargeable ſomewhere, than on ſuch poor F 
young perſons as often marry out of the ſociety from His 
a kind of neceſſity of Ration, connected with the im- 
cc pulſe of nature. And true Chriſtianity, which of all a f 
ce things in the world is the moſt loving and lenient, WM © 
© notwithſtanding volumes of; diſcipline, will Batik 
« to be found in the ſeat of judgment.,....  .. 

ce After your declaration of belief about this. cam 
0 mand of God, you go on to ſay, * If they (every 
VT branch 'of the teſtimony) are commanded by the 
«© Almighty, it is not for us to query Why | 75 #fo?”— 
«© The conſequence would be true, if the premiſes. | 
« were well founded ; but they being wholly affinned, 
(with regard to feveral branches of our teſtimony 
«© which make the moſt nee) the ee le 
ce to the ground. 
© Nevertheleſs; cke Ipirit of gert inien e W 
© which would lead your brethren by doctrines of 
* implicit attachment, without encouraging them to 
<« enquire for themſelves, and like the noble Bereans, ; 
c ſearch the Scriptures, Whether theſe things be ve: ; N 
« Your reaſoning, as quoted above, I confeſs, put 


c me in mind of that mede made uſe of by Cyril, of ; : 
5 Jeruſalem, to the young communhicants in his time, f 


<< to prove the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. Since A 
„ Chrift bath faid, this is my body, auh can deny it? 
ce Stace he has jad, this ts my blood, oho can in fey # 16 


* rot ſo wm 
cc * 


E 23. J, 


«to ſpiritualize the words. But reſpecting (for in- 
ſtance) the above cited branch of our teſtimony, he 
Y « hath neither ſaid it in the letter, nor implied it in 
„the ſpirit of his doctrine; nor, as I conceive, did 
« his Apoſtles after him. And finding this want of 
evidence, it is not for us to ſay, Why is it ſo? or 
deem want of evidence a trifling thing, or make out 
a command where none hath been given. 


« againſt the mode of our diſcipline to cover the un- 
I faithfulneſs of ſome, may pefoly be right in part, 
© though I ſee no appearance of it; but ſo far as the 
evidence of my own particular Meines goes, I know. 
« it to be as unjult as it ſeems unbrotherly. But it is 
no new thing for thoſe who aſſert their right, and 
the rights of men, to examine church affairs and 
Y © ſyſtems for themſelves, to be deemed unfaithful, or 
© unſound in the chriſtian faith, unfit for any good 
(c office, enemies to the church of Chriſt, and the cauſe 
« of God's rightebufneſs. But bleſſed be his. great 
«Name, his cauſe. is not on a level with the feeble 
« judgment of man ; and his righteouſneſs is promoted 
by thoſe who love him under every name or ſtigma, 
* and they ſhall fee] his ſupport; and though oppreſ- 
« fjon may ſometimes threaten them, through the work - 
* ings of human weakneſs and preſumption, HE can 
« lift up their feet above it. 

* And now, my dear friends, I ſhall take my Joes 
* of you for this time, nor have I any deſire to renew 
« the ſubject, for controverſy to me is ever unpleaſant, 
« I can with truth fay, t that though I conſider you as 
« thoſe who are giving proofs of frail judgment, in 
(common with others near you, and therefore had 
need to give proofs of a different kind, before you 

cc or 


«© Our Saviour, indeed, did ſay in the diet © This 
is my body and my blood,” and left his diſeiples 


« Your-inſinuation, as though exceptions were taken 
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ce or they Jhauld.. be conſidered, aß God's judges i in bis 
c£ church; yet I. ſalute you together as brethren, and 
PT commending us all to, the Father of Mexgies,: I re- 
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To the above letter £5 not FIRES" with any reply. 
But it was not long before I received an intimation 
that my name was brought on the monthly meeting- 
book as an object of the monthly meeting's dealing, 
I examined myſelf—looked into the ſtate of my affec- 
tions and deſires, and was comforted in the hope that 
I had nothing ſo much at heart as the love of my hea- 
venly Father, and of my fellow-creatures. With this 
perſuaſion within myſelf, I waited without fear, and 
under a good degree of compoſure, till I could procure 
information of the matter of evil laid to my charge. 

However, it appeared at length that nothing had 
been brought againſt me, but what reſpected, as I 
believed, „ the law of my God.” A formal in- 
dictment from the ſele& meeting, on account of my 
having been detected in appearing in the miniſtry ſince 
my ſuppoſed diſmiſſion; and an appointment of four 
friends again to viſit me. But finding a living practi- 
cal ſenſe of that truth to be with me, The work ot: 
<« righteouſneſs is peace, and the effect of it quietnefs 
« and aſſurance for ever;“ it ſeemed to be right for 
me to decline any farther religious conferences, in 
which I had found nothing that was good, unto the 
e uſe of godly edifying.” Accordingly, I ſigniſied 
my deſire to ſtand excuſed, in a few, lines to the 
monthly meeting. | 

Thus this matter Rands, and thus it ſeems. likely to 
ſtand, unleſs my friends ſhould think it right to pro- 
ceed further againſt me in the line of diſcipline, and 


diſown me. For, as on the one hand, I never Expect 
to 1 


K 


feel different convictions from What I now do, re- 
zfting the eſſential nature of Chriſtian fellowſhip, i 
we, on the other, ſmall expectation of ſeeing any 
riiderable change in the declared, and long-ſtanding 
inciples of our religious body. It remains, there- 
hre, after giving my opinions, and ſtating my rea- 


nelly and clearly as 1 can, under their ſeveral heads. 


je ſociety 400 1 1 


gem, I feel a regret that they ſhould voluntarily turn 
jom the ſociety in a. matter ſo important, and flight 
e opportunity which they moſtly have of connecting 
emſelves with young women who have 2 kind of 
aim on their preference, and Who are generally as 
Iniable'in themſelves, and as well qualified to make 


neat allowances are ſometimes to be made for mar- 
cumſtances, as intautious and gradual, rather than 


er the affections of a young woman of another ſo- 
Wity appear to have been engaged by one under our 
me, I conceive a difference of religious profeſſion is 

no means a ſufficient reaſon why we ſhould attempt 
prevent ſuch a marriage, as ſome from an intempe- 
te zeal have done; and if not to prevent it, by con- 


2 ot an dne Jus SORROW for having ſo 


Warcied r en 9 a "7 
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ns for them, once for all, that J endeavour as much 
poſſible to cultivate a brotherly regard, and keep on 
e broad foundation of ſincerity, and the love of truth. 
ly reaſons J ſhall proceed in the next place to ſtate as 


Fix ST z Then, as to * 0 of marriages 0 az of | 
Jam by no means an 3 for m! marriages $i; 


nd as T-have often declared; am ſorry when I ſee them 
ike place, When the choice of young men leads to 


vod wives, as any in other ſocieties. Not but that 
ges, which take place in conſequence of particular 


vemneditated, fixing of affections. And indeed, where- 


Nuence not to d. * the party for marrying, or for 
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In he <a of the mar! iage Xx young 2067101 out of 
ſociety, I frequently feel a particular concern; fot 
believe it ſeldom happens that young women, virtue 
and properly educated among vs, marry out,  froy 
preference. of ſuch a connection; but becauſe, perhay 
of a want of thoſe exterior CALL Se: lations, ue 
or family, now ſo much regarded among too ma 
parents as well as children, from whom better thin 
might be expected: Or becauſe, it may be, of a ce 
flitutional weakneſs, tenderneſs, or bias of nat 
which, in them, the ſenſe of religion itſelf may be i 
ſufficient to extinguiſh or correct. Others, having be 
faſhionably educated in a ſtile and manner ſuperior 
their parents* circumſtances, muſt not marry lit 
tradeſmen, or unſuitably to their improper educatic 
_ T'hus being made unfit for one ſtation, and being 
poor to riſe to another, they naturally become expo 
to temptations from the workd, which they find 
doubly difficult to withftand. | un 
To ſuch may be often applied, che. words 24 . 
Apoſtle,— They < ſhall have trouble in the fleſn; 

having broken no command of God, merely by 4 
act of mage, vt ſeems the duty of the true churn =, 
rather to ** ſpare” them, than conſider ſuch marriaꝗ 
as a fin, and proceed to pumſb by diſownment ; ei 7 
cially where a difpoktion remains to frequent the mei 
ings, profeſs the general nnn a remain in e 
connection of frnends. 4 
A declaration of REPENTANCE is what, i in ſuck 
delicate fituation, I think ſhould never be ſought +l 
or ſtand as a condition of the church's excuſe; for WW; .... 
- theoriſts in diſcipline ſay what they will, it lays 
temptation to iacerity, or (that which is ever to ch. 
guarded againſt) unhappineſs between the parties. 


I cannot well omit to inſert here, that Samuel Foth ren 


giil, than whom no man ever ſhined with greater 3 1 
ociol 


5 a7 1 
11 Church, being the fronger body, ſhauid bear ; 


bp Looofed to dwell, ſhoutd few it forth. It is the 
be and the error of her children, not their 
irength and propricty action, which call for it. 


miable character of a mother, I think, ſhould ever 
un to the ſide of tenderneſs; ſeek to foſter and Keep, 
gather than caſt off her children; ſtew forth an unin- 
| erupted ſpirit of love and farbearhce towards them, 
ind leave the event of her admonitions to the die ine 
povidence z, ; and, at Teatt, wherever there is no matter 
of [caudal in the cafe; wy judgment“ to whom it belongs: 
I know the cediments of nota few among our friends 


ſem foolyh pity, is but a kind of a cant term, very 
commonly, but improperly made uſe of by thoſe of an 
7 ing libertine ſpirit; but that a juſt regard to the 


With ſuch notions of tenderneſs. To ſuch perfons I 
2 bould embrace this opportunity of obſerving, that it 
as not alone for the fake of rebuking the diſciples 
bo were with him, upon a certain occaſion, that our 
Wind and merciful Lord ſaid, & Ye know nct what 
„manner of ſpirit ye are of.” The record was for 
Wiuture inctruction, and the words have loſt none of 
leir weight. To ſuch perſons I would juſt ſay, it is 
Wrcil for them and me, that fighting princi; les are not 
Wi their Creed; and that they have not the temptation 
of power and religious 2 zeal united ! 


ſbeiety, was ſo fully perſuaded of the error of our diſciptine, 
'n this matter, that he was gecidedly of opinion, that if 
ch offenders muſt be di ſacvned, it would be better to eſtabliſh 
Wy: rule for the act of mixed marriage itſelf to diſmembex 
em, than treat with them afterwards in 2 the manner which 
ir rules now preſcri be. | 
i D 2 Ore 


g the body in Which molt chriſtian tendernefs is 


To ſteer wiſely in this matter, the Church, in * 


In this ſubjeck, that tenderneſs, ſometimes callec by 


prity and authority of the Church is incompatible _ 
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One principal objoction, frequently urged, even } 
the more moderate, againſt aboliſhing that part of © 
ſociety ſyſtem, beſide the ſuppoſed irreligion of mixt 
marriages, 1s, that thereby our preſent plan of ſep 
rately maintaining our poor, would ſoon become e en 
barraſſed, and almoſt impracticable. 

To this, many are ready to anſwer, that hard indet 
is the caſe, when natural rights muſt be invaded, 
ſupport a iyſtem (though in ſome degree of a charitab N 
kind) which is not neceſſary to the being of of a tru 
chriſtian church: For there was no ſuch elta] 
ment in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. And for 
own part, I am ſeriouſly of the belief, that under tl 
diſcretionary care of Deacons, furniſhed with meat 
from voluntary contributions, (which was the practi 
of the primitive churches) the poor would be as we 
provided for, while more genuine ſcope would be give 
to the generoſity of ſome of the wealthy. 

Thus would all compulſion, by the ſyſtematic authi 
rity of one meeting over another, in matters of pre 
perty, be avoided, which would prevent ſome inſtanc 
of diſcord ; and every thing being voluntarily carrid 
on, aided only: by weighty adwices to generoſity an 
tenderneſs, the work of common charity would ha 
in it more of the freedom and benevolent nature of th 
Goipel. And. fo far as we may be a people ſeeki 
the powwer more than the form of godlineſs, the div: 
providence, under which all good deeds are directe 
to their proper uſes, would doubtleſs be a ſufficient c 
rection to thoſe immediately concerned in adminiſterii 
to the neceſſities of the poor and needy; not accord” 
ing to any ſtipulated rules of allowance, but mo 
according to the calls of particular caſes; and witho 
the unneceſſary and unpleaſant enquiry about exactn 


of religious principles, and freedom from human error 
| | hi on 4 
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dich muſt now ſo often make the poor profeſſor the 
oper object of the church's bounty. , _ 

To conclude on this fubject: There is a wide dif- 
rence between general brotherly admonitions, to 
ferry with perſons as nearly as may be of the ſame 
zigious principles ; ; and the bringing of © judgment” 
I excommunication upon thoſe who uſe their natural 

d moral, if we may not alſo ſay, their ehriſtian liberty 

& the contrary. The firſt is the ſpirit of love; the laſt 
cannot but think, muſt have another name! | 
SrconD; With regard to claims for the ſupport o 
ratzonal Chap, : SRL | 
| Under this head, Tam to (aac Pike far we, as a 


ople, appear to be right or wrong, in requiring uni- 
mity of e peftion againſt the laws of the land, en 


wal e ſuppafed fanction of Scripture doArines, - 1 
Far be it from me to decide upon the point of faith, a 


t any man is wrong in belie ding that he ought not 
pay tithes. Every man, in bis preſent ſtate of im- 
fection, muſt believe as he can, and is undoubtedly 

It in acting, ſo far as concerns himſelf, aecording 
lis own moſt clear belief. But Let every man 
(aith the Apoſtle) be folly perſuaded in his own 


au 
ha inde” Axdagain, * Whatever is not of faith is fin.” 
= oe be it here fully noted, that I blame not the — 


orthodox profeſſors among my brethren for their 
er, fo far as it may be clear to themſelves, — nor their 
equent conduct in their perſonal capacities. | 
W But T have a teſtimony of ſtrong diſapprobation, a- 
Einft the practice of aſuming a Chureh Authority, and 


ord ring afent under penatticsof any kind, in thoſe mat- 
no of faith Which admit, and muſt ever admit, of doubt - 
hol and diſbelief, in the minds of many ſenſible, think- 
TE © and pious perſons, Perſons who may, neverthe- - 


in my humbleopfnion, cordially embrace all that 
lientiaLto a chriſtian communton among us; which 
* D 2 all 
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One principal objection, frequently urged, even } pen 
the more moderate, againſt aboliſhing that part of o 
ſociety ſyſtem, beſide the ſuppoſed irreligion of mixe 
marriages, is, that thereby our preſent plan of ſep: ary 
rately maintaining our poor, would ſoon become e gi 
barraſſed, and almoſt impracticable. 

To this, many are ready to anſwer, that hard indes dm 
is the cafe, when natural rights muſt be invaded, ii 
ſupport a iyſtem (though in ſome degree of a charitabYM...: 
kind) which is not neceſſary to the being of of a tru] 
chriſtian church: For there was no ſuch eſtabliſh 
ment in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. And for m 
own part, I am ſeriouſly of the belief, that under t 
diſcretionary care of Deacons, furniſhed with mean 
from voluntary contributions, (which was the practic 
of the primitive churches) the poor would be as we 
provided for, while more genuine ſcope would be give 
to the generoſity of ſome of the wealthy. © 

Thus would all compulſion, by the ſyſtematic auth 
rity of one meeting over another, in matters of pro 
perty, be avoided, which would prevent ſome inſtance 
of diſcord ; and every thing being voluntarily carrie 
on, aided only by weighty adwices to generoſity an 
tenderneſs, the work of common charity would hav 
in it more of the freedom and benevolent nature of th 
' Goſpel. And fo far as we may be a people ſeeking 
the powver more than the form of godlineſs, the divin 
providence, under which all good deeds are directet 
to their proper uſes, would doubtleſs be a ſufficient di 
rection to thoſe immediately concerned in adminiſterin; 
to the neceſſities of the poor and needy ; not accord 
ing to any ſtipulated rules of allowance, but mor 
according to the calls of particular caſes; and withou 
the unneceſſary and unpleaſant enquiry about exact net 


of religious TOY and freedom from human error 
hic! 
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ich muſt now ſo often make the poor profeſſor Fs 
wper object of the church's bounty. 

To conclude on this ſabject: There is a wide dif- 
rence between general brotherly admonitions, to 
ary with perſons as nearly as may be of the ſame. 
bigious principles; and the bringing of judgment” 
d cxcommunication upon thoſe who uſe their natural 
Id moral, if we may not allo fay, their chriſtian liberty 
che contrary. The firſt is the ſpirit of love; the laſt 
cannot but think, muſt have another name! 


SECOND; With regard to claim "nd the ſupport o 
rational charch. 3 | 
Under this head, Jam to bd ow far we, as a 
copies appear to be right or wrong, in requiring uni- 
E:mity.of oppoFtion againſt the laws of the land, under: 
xe ſuppoſed fanction of Scripture doctrines. 
Far be it from ite to decide upon the point of forth; , 
t any man is wrong in- beliccing that he ought not 
pay tithes. Every man, in bis prefent tiate of im- 
ion, muſt believe as he can, and is undoubtedly 
cht ein acting, ſo far as concerns himſelf, aecording 
his own moſt clear belief. But Let every man 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind.“ Andagain, * Whatever is not of faith is fin.” 
int be it here fully noted, that I blame net the body 
orthodox pr ofeflors among my biethren for their 
ale, fo far as it may be clear to themſelves, nor their 
mfecuent conduct in their perſonal capꝛeities. 
Birt T have a teſtimony of ſtrong diſapprobation, a- 
att the practice of affmming a Church Authority, and 
14rimg affent under penatticsof any kind, in thoſe mat- 
of faith, whichadmir; and muſt ever admit, of doubt- 
g and diſbelief, in the minds of many ſenſible, think- 
and pious perſons. Perſons who may, neverthe- 
s, in my humble opinion, cordially embraee all that 
edlential to a chriſtian commumon among us; which 
D 2 all 
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ſufficient to place us as a people in ſuch a ſtate of wal 


IF tionably diſtinguiſh us widely from every other r eligious 


received as ſuch, notwithſtanding any poſlible doubt 
which he may have reſpecting other aud more outwar! 


_ firſt Chriſtians did not exactly agree, and points 


rightly religious, muſt be guided by the unerring {pu 


reaſon is, that Chriſt is. not divided, but ſpeaks t 


Y the Church has happened to adopt, there muſt be u 
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all N eſſential, 1 brelime to think, way f. be derined | 
to confiſt in——" | 
A belief in the dofiring of We n, ; 
The non neceſſity, under the chriſtian Gipeatrion 
of human rites in divine auorſbip; 
And the benefit of a flank a, upon God in ur 
religious meetings. 
Theſe three grand points of belief ſeem to me Filly 


92 
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mony, as to qualify us for the main purpoſes of religious 
aſſociation among ourſelves, while they would unqueſ 


lociety in the world. And whoever ſhall fully believe 
in theſe points, which were leading ones in the religious 
convincement of our forefathers, is eſſentially a Quake: | 
and in my ſerious opinion ought to be conſidered an 


matters, whereby he may be deemed by ſome 1 weal 
in the faith.“ 
It is evident that there were points in which th 


ſuch ſuppoſed magnitude as were likely to cauſe dil 
ſenſions among them. But ſaid the wiſe Apoſtle, . Hi 
that is weak in the faith receive, but not to doubtf. 
&« diſputations. “ 

Contrarily to the ſpirit of. this wiſe and liberal det 
tine, too many under our. name ſeem to be layii 
down an unſcriptural principle, that all men, to | 
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into a ſameneſs of views and belief. Their gene 
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ſame thing in all; and. their inference i is, that whe 
there ſubſiſts a difference of opinion in any thing whi 


Q 'Q4 


faithfulneſs to the uniform and unerring F 
e 
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Self-rightcouſneſs here ſoon. gets on the. accuſing 
fide, and ſays, Mine is the jound faith, thine i als 
« the unſound. Thou art the diſobedient, thou. = 
« the unholy.” A principle this, and a conſequence 
this, which our *Geitayn moſt; unwiſely and unhappily 
| exemplifies among its more buſy diſciplinarians, who, 
generally ſpeaking, are perſons either of narrow capa- 
cities, —of a ſordid, uncontemplative turn of mind. 
formal profeſſors, or perſons of a timid and ſuperſti- 
tious ſpirit; who therefore riſe not to the liberality, and 
mental dignity of religious conception. 

My reaſons for being ſo fully diſſatisfied. with our ar- 
ticles of what I call aſſumed Cburch Authority, under 
the preſent head, are of two kinds; — they mall be 
plainly ſet down in order, and then let the ſerious, 1 in- 
telligent, and impartial, judge. 

Firflly ; Becauſe it may admit of a reaſonable. doudt 
in the minds of ſenſible and enquiring perſons, (and 
2 doubt too, which neither tradition, nor the mere be- 
lief of others can remove) whether we have a right, as 
individuals, to. withhold, or ſhew a, diſpoſition to 
withhold, if it were in our power, tithes, or other de- 
mands, claimed by virtue of the laws of the land in 
which we live? For, as a matter of legal right, it 
may be ſtrongly argued, that before a man can be war- 
ranted in refuſing to pay a demand, of whatever kind, 
made upon him, it is neceſſary for him to prove that 
the thing demanded is clearly, poſitively, wholly, his 
own, and not another's. _ 

Now by the law of nature alone, it is clear that, 
under God, the great proprietor of all creation, a man's 
body and mind, being the proper conſtituents of him- 
ſelf, are ſimply his own. But things, ab extra, are 
not zaturally his own ; nor. are they any further to be 
confidered as ſuch,” thaw by virtue of the laws of that 
common eee e e ns are veſted 
and 
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and eonſerved on  eftabliflied l itions —eſtabliſhed as 5 
the common intereſt and men ern my 
in which a man lives. 

Thus, what a man u or gives a deemed equi- 
valent for, according to eſtabliſhed and common con- 
ditions, becomes his o by virtue of thoſe condittons; 
and by virine of them he poſſeſſes a sight of giving or n 
transferring ſuch things to another, but not other wiſe. * 

Now, with reſpect to the kind of property in queſ- 
tion, viz. tenths, or tithes of poffeſhons, it will be 
deemed neceſſary by fome to enquire; whether thoſe: 
tenths of property, or other demands of à church kind, 
are in their nature different ſrom, or are à part of thoſe 
things, which the laws of common right and fecurity, 
proceeding from the ſupreme earthly power, have re- 
cognized and ſettled? And in this point of view tlie 
ſenſible, unprejudiced, and impartial examiner, gene- 
rally ſees it, as a matter of fact, that -fuch tenths or 
tithes have been fully dectared, ettabliſhed; and ſettled, 
by virtue of the aforeſaid ſupreme ' earthly power in 
this country; and oe oom er SPA ge oy 
intereſt of the people ; 

Hence it may ſeem to follow as a beyonce; ehtay 
individuals, who eollectively make tlie people, and who 

in all matters of property are neceſſarily enriched” or 
impoveriſned by general laws and common ufage, (aid- 
ing or controuliag their exertions/ and regulating acs 
cidental circumftances) are bennd to conform, and as 
good ſubjects actively to conform, to thoſe general haws 
and ufages, which operate on ally and are intended to 
affect all alike. In the affair of tithes, for inſtance; 
al} are eonfidered' as equally bound to pay, indepen 
dently of differenees in ele ſentimenesz rann, 


0c 


* Ido not here mean to enter into the. wif "oo Whether 
an individual would or would got have 2 
er to the eſtabliſkmenr 'of ſveidty 7 


fuch Ripe RR 


in - 


ts 1 


— 


in a Leni point of view, all have W 0 Ne And 


if all have not received an equally calculate value, 
preciſely excluſive of any ſuperior {kill and exertion of 
any particular individuals, ſtill have all received 1 


ralue by the regulation of the laws reſpecting the land, 


and its product, as the ſpirit of the general 1 fo. 
affecting all, hath deemed to be value. N 

To oppoſe ſuch a regulation, a man muſt either do- 
ceed on a principle of rœance, which is the founda- 
tion of rebellion; cr he muſt negle& to fulfil the laws 
from a conſcientious perſuaſion of duty to God: But 
the former will not do for us as a people, and the latter 
can only be juſtified on the ſuppoſition of an impulſe 


on a man's own mind, ſuperior to all reaſon, and all 


human obligations, But this impulſe being wholly 
within a man's ſelf, in his own ſingle experience, doth 
not, and cannot affect another, by ſo affecting him. 
And as it is not in the power of man to command it, 


| (admitting it ever ſo good in itſelf) I think the poſ- 


ſeſſion of ſuch an impulſe, or (to uſe our own word) 
teſtimony, ſhould never be conſidered as the teſt of an 
orthodox and neceſſary faith. 

If we advert to the origin of thoſe * diſtin- 
guviſhed by ſome as ecclgſiaſtical, and by them contra- 
diſtinguiſhed as a- part from, and inferior to, the ordi · 
nances of a civil juriſdiction; we ſhall not find that 
origin to have been clearly in any eccleſiaſtical autho- 
rity in this country. And therefore, reaſoning from 
hiſtorical evidence of undoubted credit, a diſbeliever in 
the right of refuſing to pay tithes, becauſe of their 
ſtanding wholly on the bottom of civil authority, has 
undoubtedly much to ſay in ſupport of his ſentiments, 
He pleads in plain terms, that tithes, or tenths, are 


not legally the property either of the owner or occupier 


of lands charged with them; but lie in their kind as 


an blind rent-charge on all ſuch lands, for a de- 
_ clared 
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clayed. and generally. acknowledged purpoſe ; and; that 
from n a period: antecedent to any title which either the 
tenant or proprietor is, Bkely to have bad, in tbem. For 
that the great Sir Edward Coke, upon Littleton,” Lib. 85 
cap. 9, ſect. 73, recognizing the laws and ordinances 


of antient Kings, and eſpecially, of King, Alfred, lays | 


it down as a fact, that * theificſt Kings, of this realm 
« had. all the lands of England in demeſve, and les 

grand manars and royalties. they xeleryed. to, them⸗ 
T ſelvcs, and. of the regmant they. 1 for the defeyce. of, 
« the realm, enfeoffed che Barons, of the realm with 
© ſuch juriſdiction as the Caurt-Baron now hath, and 
ce inſtituted the frecholders (ſuch as they themſel ves fo 
& made) to be judges of the Court-Baron.” - _ 

It doth not ſeem, matecial, far us ta enquire here, how 
thoſe autient Kings gained ſuch, afcendency and pol- 
ſcihan. It is ſulficient. for our purpaſe ta know thas 
they did ſo; that their ſupremacy. and. authaxity weie 
zeknowledged, and became the faurce of power and 
right from which every man derived his allawed title; 
and alſo became the ſource fram which the Jaws of 
England, reſpecting property, progreflively received their 
exiſtence, and their different operations. | It is ſuffieient 
for us to knaw, that in thoſe times; when. all the lands 
of England were the: King“ s demeſne, the tenths or 
tithes of the lands were ſet a · part by | the kingly or {u- 
preme power; and. conſented to, and ratified, by the 
Barons and F recholders; - and i in that ſtate were baught 
and fold, inherited and bequeathed, from generation 
to generation. And that they were ſo ſet apart, may 
appear from che charter of Ftbelawolpþ, the ſecoml of 
the Saxon race, and ſon of Egbert, who reduced the 
heptarchy to the dominion of one King; which charter 
among others is univerſally acknowledged, a andrecoi ded 
to have been extant in the ledger- book belanging to the 
Abbey of Abin, don, in the year $548, 


Theos 
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Thus it is made to appear, that all the lands in this 
kingdom were charged with the tax, of tenths or tithes, 
by the Kingly or ſupreme authority; which being ratified 
and confirmed by the unanimous practice of ſucceeding 
Kings and Lords Poſſeſſors, the title of the clergy to 


| thoſe tenths as wages, which the civil power thought 
proper to allot, for the ſuppoſed general good of the 


of the antient law and uſage of the land. 

This may be further made to appear by a law of 
King Athelſtane, made anno 930; about which time, 
it ſeems, the Barons, and even Biſhops, holding lands 
of the crown, began to think of conſidering ſuch lands 
as their own ſole excluſive right, and to diſpute the 
payment of the tenths to the church; for this law 
commanded all the King's Miniſters throughout the 
kingdom, that in the firſt place, before bringing any 


1 of the profits of thoſe lands reſerved to the crown, for 
# the uſe of the crown, they ſhould deduRt and pay the 
£ tenth for the ſubſiſtence of the church. 

ir Thus alſo were all the Biſhops obliged to do by 
7 | lands which they held of the crown as annexed to their 


churches; and all the nobles and officers by the lands 


5 which they held in property as their own poſſeſſions, and 
wn inheritances. 
/ And whatever, national changes may have ſince taken 


and tenure, by the Norman conqueſt, the convulſions 
of the houſes of York and Lancaſter, the abolition of 
| the Pope's influence, the ſeizure and ſale of church 
lands, &c. this one point is clear, that the lands in 
genera] were never difincumbered of their tenths or 
tithes ; nor any authority exerciſed to render tithable 
and church lands of equal value to the owner, ſo that 


lee * 


them, undoubtedly bought them at a price lower in 
proportion 


| kingdom, to ſubjefts of their deſcription, was a part 


place in Engliſh laws reſpecting property, inheritance, 
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proportion to the eſtimated amount of the incumbrance | 


which had been impoſed, and remained as a ſtanding tax 
upon ſuch lands.. Whoever ſucceeded to them by 1 in- 


heritance, or received them as a gift, received them in + 
the ſame ſtate; ; and whoever bought or received the F 
appropriated church lands, which were tithe· free, re- (if 
ceived them in their ſtate of diſtinction and ſuperior in- 4 
trinſic value. The ſame argument univer fally holds 8 
| with regard to thoſe who rent; conſequently it muſt, Ive 
from the foregoing premiſes, appear reaſonable to many by. 
who calmly and fally conſider the ſubjeR, that however my 
erroneous, with reſpect to the pure ſpirit of chriſtianity, aid 
and conſequently however unneceſſary the national tax wi 
of tithes may have been; ; however the amount may rie 
vary according to the various modes of cultivation uſed * 
at the pleaſure of the occupier; ſtil] he remains legally Fa 
bound, by the ſame authority whereby the paſſeſſon P \ 
of the land is conſerved to him, to ſubmit to this tax; . 
and that not by refuſir ing actively to pay, and fo ſuffer 6 
the penalty of diſtreſs; but by paying actively i in ſub- mw 
miſſion to the powers that be. Such is the common, mY 
and common-ſenſe reaſoning of ſome of our bretkren, af. 
upon a matter abour which fo much unpleaſant diviſion Of : 
hath taken place. hon 
And I cannot but be of. opinion, that a perſon,” for - 
the foregoing reaſons, may think it right for him to 85 
pay tithes ſo demanded of him, and yet have a fuffi- 110 
ciently ſtrong teftimony in his mind againſt the vine * 
ciple of an hireling miniſtry, ae 
Secondly ; Becauſe it may be thought eſpecially rea- L 
ſonable by others, who advert to the ſubmiſſive and 15 
peaceable ſpirit of Chriſtianity, as laid down by our 1. 
Lord himſelf, that however they may diſapprove of the * 
lucrative eſtabliſhment of a national clergy, and the hat 
luxury and irreligious indolence of ſome of that order; — 
BL 


Ft, 2s the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt is not of this 


world, 


C 1. 


world, nor his peaceable niger be maintained 
trife about autward: thin are bound to 


« yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
lake 3 Well knowing, that by not oppoſing violence 
(if for argumentis fake, the national tax of tenths 
te violence) they ſhould have no hand in promoting 
that violence; and therefore will have nothing to an- 
wer for; on that account; at leaſt nothing more than 


eriedtini time of -πτur, and perpetua 
aid for carry in ing on the exil-worle of ſhedding human 
blond -A work moſtly. begun and carried on in the 
rickedneſs..of: human pride, 27. that luſt of: revenge. 
whichi ſtands; directly oppoſed to all Chriſtian purity; 


Darkneſs, and all abominations ! 

„ Wh any will continue ſeriouſly to believe, that if, for 
7 ne ſake of national onder, and ſubmiſſion to national au- 
Hority, they muſt pay in the ons caſe, they are at leaſt 


to pay in the other. 


90 iam fully apprized of the force of all the diſtine- a 
5 ions which have been made between theſe claims and 
+ he grounds on-which- all taxes, not for the uſe of the 
o Wc -rgy. are admitted,_as right and proper to be paid by 
N ; peaceable Quaker,—who i is. ſaid to have no buſineſs 


rith political diſquiſitions. But many think, that a 
ame will come, when ſo full a ſubmiſſion in one caſe, 

and ſo full an oppoſition in the other, will be found to 
nake but little of the genuine confiſtency of the Chriſ- 
Jan character!? 


* Tt ſeems to 3 Youn weakly, if not LE argued, . 
at other reformers. beſides ourſelves, have borne their teſ- 
imony againſt „ and un- 
: Wan in a eee, 

Jobs 


1 4 % 
* 12 * 


n this. matter, the area lical injunction, * Submit # 
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by. ubmitting actively to pay many other national taxes, 
petually known to be 


Ai luſt- coming from the influence of the Prince of 


. much obligated; in the character of ſimple Cn, 
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© Others, who conſider the. example: ef Jeſus Ci. 
as ſet down Matth. xvii. 24. will think themſelves 
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Jobs Wickliff, for inftance, ſeems. to have beef miſrepre- 
ſented in this particular; for though he was an eminent and 
zealous reformer of many abuſes, and indeed exclaimed M 
loudly againſt-the grand apoſtacy of the Romiſh church, jet] 
doth it not appear to me that he ever was principled in the 
unlawfulneſs of paying tithes. Had that been the caſe; he 
he would have proclaimed the univerſal principle of right in 
every man, on reſiſting principles, to refuſe ſupporting the 
temporalities of the clergy. But if ever he did this, the proof 
of it hath eſcaped me, and he muſt not be very conſiſtent with 
himſelf; and 1 think myſelf warranted in concluding, from 
various written evidence concerning him, that he held no fuck 
printiple. The principle which he held forth publickly was 
this: „That Kings, Princes, and Lordi temporal, may law- 
Fully tate acvay temporalities and tithes Ten the clergy ;” 
which ſeems to have been a. principle more levelled at the 
eno:mity of power, and abuſe in the Church of Rome, than at 
the exiſtence of tithes, as originally ſettled in the chriſtian 
church. At all events, his reaſoning, (which I thall adduce 
in ſupport of my opinion) as contained in his anſwer to King 
Richard II. who aſked his opinion about the lawfulneſs of 
ſeizing eccleſiaſtical poſſeſſions, will not bear adoption by our 
foctety. And as this opinion was given near the cloſe of 
Wiekliff's life, it may ſuffice to prove how far any authority 
can*be drawn from him, in aid of the fingularity of our teſ- 
% + company jet y obs, none i 
«« It reſts (ſaith he) to prove the affirmative-part, by the 

<< principles of Chriſt's law, thus: Every natural body hath 
«© power given of God to reſiſt againſt the contrary, and to 
<+ preſerve itfelf in due eſtate, inaſmuch as bodies without 
„life are endued with ſuch a kind of power, as hardneſs to 
e refift thote things that would break it, and coldneſs to 
«© withſtand heat that would diflolve it. Foraſmuch then, 
cc as the kingdom of England, after the manner of phraſe of 
«© Scripture, ought to be one body, of which the King is 
„head, and the commonalty are the members thereof: It 
a ſ-emeth the ſameKingdom, head, and members, hath fuch 
power giver to them of God, and ſo much the more appa* 
rent, by how much the ſame body is more precious unto 


... 6 God, 
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warranted in freely paying, if not abſolutely Called 
on to pay, thoſe demands, rather than ** offend, and 
occaſioꝶ ſtrifg. They will read, the rale, and conſi- 

der the ſubject thus: 5 ASN as 
« And when they were. come to Caper zum, they 
« that received tribute money came to Peter, and ſaid, 
« Doth not your. Maſter pay tribute? He faith, Ves. 
And when, he was come into the houſe, Jeſus pre- 
he ( vented him, ſaying, What thinkeſt thou, Simon? 
in „Of whom do the K ings of. the:earth take cuſtom,. or. 
the « tribute ; of their own children, or of. ſtrangers ?- 
vol Bl. Peter faith unto; him, Of. ſtrangers. Jeſus ſaith. unto 
6 him, T hen are the children free. Notwithſlandi f 


ach % vue ſhould offend ibem, go thou to the ſea,, and. 
was WF © caſt an hook, and take up the fiſh that firſt cometh un; 


and when thou haſt opened his mouth, thou malt 
« 5nd. a piece of money. That take, and give unto” . 
them for me and thee. fg 3 

It was a cuſtom among the Jews. to collect of all 
their nation, by, means of officers. appointed for that 
purpoſe, an, annual tribute of about fifteen- pence per” 
man, Engliſh money, for the ſeryice of the temple. Our 


of Wi Saviour being, as to his human extraction, of the Jewiſh. 
ity Wſ:ation, though ſo generally fpoken. of as a divine cha- 
el. 


ner, it ſeems to have r Nd a e at that time, 
NS iS: N Whether 


" God, NE with virtue Kee eee for ſo 3 
" then, as there is no power given of God unto any creature for 


to any end or purpoſe, but that he may lawfully uſe the ſame 
to to that end and purpoſe: It followeth, bat our kingdom 
en, may lawfully keep back and detain their treaſure of tempo- 

of WT" ralities and tithes, Sc, For the defence of. it ſel /, i in what — 5 
is « ſcewer neceſſity doth require the ſame. 5 
It Again, in his 1zth article: ſt 5 is not = lawful for £ 
ch Lords temporal to tak away goods of fortune from church- - 
ba- men, finning uſually, but 0 they are bound ſo to do, 


under pain of eternal damnation.” But all this, I truſt, is 
freigny in the ſpirit of it, from peaceable Quakeriſm, 
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| whether he would, r would dot, rer, like other Je 

that tribute? * 
Our friend Rabsby Pavyer, vided, hal MOD 
the ori gi inal word above rendered children, differently, ane 
made ĩt fatbjet#s, as though it had been intended by ou 
Lord to argue from the legal obligation of foreigner 5, ant 
vor. ſubjetts, to be tributary to the Kings of this world 
but ſeems to have had a wrong conception of the doc 
trine of this remarkable tranſaction. Por though 1 
mould be granted that the word vids will bear fuch 
rendering as ſitbje&s, yet in this place ſuch a trarillatio 
ſeems to do violence to our Lord's argument. Te 
prove which, Peter's reply C of ſtrangers, would, o 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, be entirely wrong. For it is mo 
certain, that fubjects are not excuſed” from paying tri 
bute to the Kings of this world, they being the very per 
ions who do pay —gand in general, rumgrrs, as oppoſe 
do ſubjets, are the perſons whos not expetted to pay 
To give this patſfage of our Saviour's conduct it 
due notice, let us attend to te obvious ſenſe in whi 
It will doubtleſs continue to be conſidered byf dome unde 
| our name, as well as others. A | 
Qur Saviour, as Son 9 Cod, took this cpi 
to reaſon the ground of his title to be fret from A. fa 
profeſſedly raiſed for the Reis of God, in k 
up the outward and formal ſervice of the teraple. 
ſeems remarkable, that though a principal part of hi my 
miſſion was to turn men from outward , and ceremo 
nious, to inward and effectpal religion ; and reſpectin 
the temple, he went ſo far as to ſpeak to his Diſciple 
of a time then approaching, when that temple. ſhovl 
be thrown down, and not one ſtone left upon another 
yet was this no ſufficient reaſon for him to ſet his Dil ber 
ciples. an example of xeliſting, and offending. the Jews 
in a matter wherein the purity and inward vital religio Ty 


of the heart was not concerted. « What _ 
6« tho 
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thou, Simon? Of whom do the Kings of the earth 
* „ | 2 ＋ 4 i Ke „n 832 782 Y LET? 2 2 27 , 4 — 42 — 
« receive tribute. of their own children, or of firan-. 
gers? [Thoſe who are not their own immediate 
A rags £000: B3OR 5. 8:50 Ho net ah, 
children, but the children of another hou mold. Ic Peter 
« anſwered, Of ſtrangers. Then, faid he, are the 


Again; the piece of money found in the' mouth ö 


Ide fiſh appears from the text to have been the fart?, 


: Jewiſh coin, which, according to the tables, 'is equal 
to two half ſhekels, and exactly made the tribute pro- 
per for two perſons, according to the Jewiſh law, 
Exod. xxx. 13. ] for the ſupport of the ſervice of the 
abernacle of the congregation, and the after temple. 

ef Ei „n E 3 ande No; | 
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Vos _ bout the import ok't the deArines « of Sacred 
Writ, 4 well as about other things, many and oppo 
g tte, are the opinions . good d men under different reli. 
-  gloys diſtin&ions z 5 "ſome may be found to diſap- 
prove the ſenſe in which I have conlidered the fotegoing 
- Paſſage; while others will aſſert its inſufficieney to 
countenance a Chriſtian ( uaker in aQively 7 paying at 
this day what are called ecclefiaſtical demands. Tam 
Content juſt to ſay in anſwer, that I am eaſy with the 
ſenſe which I have ſet down; and conſider the liberty 
implied i in gur Lord's conduct, for the regulation of 
his church, as of more importance for the regard of 
| r than all the pe authorities of men 
unite . 
5 The ingenuity of man, and che working of a reli - 
Sious zeal, are capable of giving a multiplicity of con- 
ſtructions and oppoſite ſenſes to the ſame doctrines; and 
hence the diverſified opinion s$, and ſyſtems, and confallon 4 
which make up the religion of the profeſſed. chriſtian 
world. But if one ſociety would become a pattern 
of greater wiſdom. than, another, it mould turn as much 
as poſſible from the ſyſtematic ſpirit, which in religion 
is moſt commonly the ſpirit c of error, and ſimply look 
up to the oracle; weigh well the ſimple tendency of his 
teachings, which were wholly directed to the reforma- 
tion of the heart 1 and regard the univerſal reception 
: which thoſe met with, from him, who were in the ſpirit, 
the teachable ſpirit, of tenderneſs aud bow; regard'that] 
| facred. benignity, ſo emphatically implied by theſe 
words : «© Whoeyer ſhall do the will of 1 my Father, 
« which is in Heaven, the ſame is my brother, ap 
« ſiſter, and mother.” 
To ſum up my ſentiments of the diſcipline and in- 
_ ternal eſtabliſhments of Kel Vos church, I think hat 
every religious ſaciety, profeſſing to be chriſtian, (What - 
e —— 2 Ps plu of mode, in approaching 


p 


ry 2 * 


the altar of God to perform the expreſſion of its de- 
votion) ſhould conſider itſelf as not watranted'ih im- 
poſing or RUE up any article of faith, or of religious 
communion, which is not expreſsly contained, or on- 
ſequentially implied, in thoſe doctrines which Jaus 
Chriſt, the wiſdom of his Father and the diwihe zu- 
thoritative head of his Church, Rath given forth in he 
Holy Scriptures. I think that ſo far as any religians 
ſociety is found in the contrary ſpirit, of impoſing 
or eſtabliſhing any articles of belief, or things neceſfary 
for practice, which are not ſo expreſſed or implied, is 
departing from the character of a chriſtian ſociety, and 
partaking of the nature of an arbitraty and political 
body. It is the privilege of a national aſſembly, or 
commercial and political club, to give itſelf rules; and 
bind and expel its members according to their own 
prudence; but a religious, and ſtrictly chriſtian body, 
like a chriſtian individual, has the latitude of its eſſen- 
tial principles already preſcribed,” and cannot go be- 
yond it without giving up its name. And ſo far as it 
refuſes to tolerate an individual, in declaring his mind 
reſpecting what he believes to be its deviations and 
errors; and evinces a ſpirit of reſentment and puniſh- 
ment, to the extent of its little power; ſo far it ap- 
pears to me to be in the ſpirit of PERSECUTION; 
From what I have aid, efpecially under this laſt 
general head, it will be obvious to every eandid and 
ingenuous reader, that it is not my object to cenſure 
any, living or dead, for refuſing, or having refuſed to 
pay tithes; or for attempting, or Having attempted, by 
open argument, to con uince others of the duty of ſo 
doing.“ Though it ſeems to me plain, that whetever 
„„ FE © Men nn en e eas 
Fi: THY. 6 JP? | 


® And that Kernen he pected: 
do the principle of | a maintained Mjnifry, in, t ele Goſpel 
A ay, I da hereby ſolemnly declare, that I think no man wiſhes 
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ausg. hayg n idee eſtabliſh by orgement, a 
reaſonable right in individuals, of refuſal to Pay, they 
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have been generally conſidered by judges of argument 


ſolid argument Jam nat alone in thinking that he fl 
' » 1 * * 4-3 &# <=, — | of con-. 
fidence to which. he has no right ;, yet muſt it afford, 


& 
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But when it is deen ſo altogether orthodox, to at- 
tribute all wiſdom. an 


infallible doctrine, and, unmuxed. truth, The fuhje&t 
now under gur. conſideration ſeems to have been one of 


＋ 
i 


themſelves, in that behalf. 
| . A writer 
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A ner on düse of Tithes, hawitig Rd the 
well-known argument, that after à national ſepafariwur 
of property, and the general appropriation f the tenths 
by the ſupreme authority; t the people, or Tind-owners, 
could not 'be ſaid to have any right in the tienes 's 
Therefore comes this reaſoning in anſwer. ede 

« A ſtrange Aſſertion ! The like to my | 
« never met withal! What, not concern —— 
« of a chriſtian, whether the tenth of his labour, in- 
« duſty, and all he has and enjoys by che — 
« of God, de given up to the praiſe of his Ma 
« or to the Pope, Prieſt, Belial, Devil, who will take 
« them? I do really demand of thee to fearch al 
te the dark and hellith traditions of the Jews, chat matte 
&« void the law of God, and all che decretals — | 
<c-cotnſels, and prelatical fynods, fince the apoſtary, 
er and find: the Nike iniſtance of A TRETIM Pas” -- 255 
My great 6bjeR has been, And 18, tö pleat for the 
neceflity, the thiiftian necatty; of ſuch ꝝ general 
toleration, as to exclude all compuffion or cenfure r 
ſpecting the points in queſtion, which I cbncerve to be 
Points not made neceſſary by the doctrine of Chriſt or 
His inſpire Apoſtles; ant to be unfbunded in the 


| eonfiftency* of religious truth, as adapted to the outward 
economy of the 'militant urch f Chriſt. And 1 


believe till uch a reformation (for J deliberatdlyeall'it 
ſo) mall take place in our fociety, we" never” malt be 


an internally quiet, flouriſhing, and happy people. 
Some of our body, I know, will be pained at foeh | 


a free declaration of my ſentiments ;* and I am paĩned 
at the thoughts of giving them uncaſifies „for I habe 
no life in augmenting the infirmities of human nature: 
But nothing ſhort of plain unequivocal expreſſions, 
can be-foitable to the fulneſs of wy A gore et 
therefore I ſend them orn. wy 

1 Hive 
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I have no aſſociate in this work such as, ohio pam- 
-phlet.i is, it is my own; written and committed. to the 
preſs in a very ſhort ſpace of time, and amidſt 
preſſing interruptions of buſmeſs. I was far from 
wiſhing to take ſuch a ſtep; and had, till very Tath, 


been content to bear a troubleſome F fy againſt 


me, as well as the ſurmiſes land würde eee oon- 
ſequent upon it. 


* 4. 


But the time 3 to bar come when, an open Sy full : 
publication of eircumſtances, abithin our, fociety, may 


have ſome general uſe, as well as afford my own mind 


ſome relief. I have calculated the probable coft.. of 


what I have refolved on, and under a firm perſuaſion of 
the rectitude of my views, am prepared to meet it. The 


ſame moti ves which long induced me to wiſn to preſerve 


the unity of the body, as far as I conſiſtently could, I 


truſt will continue to operate on my conduct, and render 
any ſpreading conſequences, of à di iſagreeable, kind, 


ket om thoſe who may poſſi bly continve to purſue 

me with the threatened errors of authority, inſtead al 
conſidering my arguments. 

Having thus given, in as few pages as I well all. 


an account of the riſe and progreſs of my religious | 
ſentiments, and my reaſons. of diſſent in matters of 


church government, from the principles and practice 
of many of my brethren, I ſhall draw to a concJufion, 


and leave the event of the freedom I have uſed, to the 
ordering of that Divine Being to whom 1 bold l | 


chiefly accountable, _ 
Lam fully perſuaded; of many unplealapt circum- 
ances, under which I. ſhall have to labour in my inter- 


couxſe with the ſociety, ſhovid | I be permitted to remain 
a member of it. But ag I have her etofore borne, ſo it 
is my duty, fill to endeayour to . bear hardneſs as a 


There | 
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There would be; on this occaſion, ſomerhing gloomy: 
in the proſpect of loſing, however unjuſtly, the eſteem 
of any of one's brethren; but my mind, for ſome time: 
paſt, has been much weaned from particular attach- 
ments, and more diſpoſed, as I truſt, to ſueh a general: 
and benevolent affection, as delighteth: to einbrace a 
brot her chriſtian in every ſerious brother pilgrim 

Some ſincere friends I ſhall yet have, .who- will be 


| willing to give me the "right-hand. of an affectionate 


fellowſhip; while among others, I expect to be ac- 
counted an enemy to the ſociety, and perhaps to the 
chriſtian feſigion; a contemner of authority, and a 
trampler on the teſtimony of the blood of martyrdom? 

Under ſuch a weight of odium; it will be no wonder 
if I ſhould be often avoided, and ſet at nought, as a! 
dangerous perſon. But having now lived-to-a period 
of life, at which 1 have ſeen. full proof- of the vanity» 
of popular opinion, and how little a conſcientious 
man ſhculd be elated by applauſe, or depreſſed by cen 
ſure, I think I am prepared to meet. IO and 3 
fuffer without repining. Ne 387 

It has been my lot . both in riss and 2 


temporal matters, to tread a thoughtful, a penſive, and 


ſometimes a difficult path; an uncertain. portion of it“ 
yet remains, which I eaneſtly deſire. to tread with a 
degree of chriſtian fortitude, integrity, and reſigna- 
i myſelf the real Friend of proteſtant” 
chriſtianity, and of our ſociety. 

I am far from having formed to myſelf any plan f 


future proceeding, reſpecting that ſhare in the Goſpel 


miniſtry, to which, by the influence of the love which - / 
I have felt upon my mind, I have believed: myſelf 
called. In that character I am ſenſible my ſphere f 
action may become contracted; but in whatever degree 
that ſhall n as a con ſequence of my-prefent conduct, 

I truſt 


8 herein · before ſtated; And. the wiſdom of a cinta... 


" - humiliation, be mine, and the triumph theirs! But 


[- 48 1 


Ltruſt L ſhall be eaſy under a Gn ſciou bent that I have 
not ſought it. L have endeavoured ſimply 10 purſue the 


ſeribing providence, which .ordereth, all things for the 
beſt, may have therein allotted the meaſure of my. duty. 
So far as, the concern of any Goſpel; labour may ap- 
pear clear to me, I. doubt not but that a correſponding 
channel of communication will be rene and beyond 
it I ſhall have no call. 

FIxALLY; Thoſe friends Sho. may. conſider. them-. 
ſelves as my immediate judges, have now before them 
ſuch new matter, as may perhaps appear to them ſuffi- · 
cient to ground on a. more complete deciſion againſt me 
than they have yet, done. Should that be the caſe, the: 


poor would be the, triumph of the. graſs of the field over 
a ſingle blade, when the undiſtinguiſhing Icythe of time 
1s ready to do its office on us all! | 
In thus opening, the matter, and addreſſing the un- 
derſtandings of my brethren at large, I have made all 
the appeal unt men that I wiſh at preſent, or per- 
haps ever may wiſh to make. So far as I may gain 
approbation, with reſpe&. to my ſentiments and mo- 
tives, IL ſhall hope. to have aided the great cauſe, of 
chriſtian, liberty and toleration. So far as I may fail 
of conviction, I judge no man; for it would be an, 
unwiſe expectation, to ſee any frail ang, diverhfied body 
of reaſoners unite fully in the ſame opinions. 
To whatever degree. of religious. ſolitude I may find 
myſelf reduced, I do hereby give notice, that my door 
and my heart ſhall be open to any. friend or friends, 
who. may wiſh to con verſe with me on the rational 


„ „„ eee 


ſo ah. of that ſpit of. — as. to ene | 
. ledg Fe 


mark, 
Mary, 


In 


POSTSCRIPT. 


After the foregoing pages were finiſhed, it occurred 
ome, that notwithſtanding my beſt intentions, it may 
poſſibly happen that ſome well-diſpoſed, ſeeking, and 
tender perſons may feel a regret, that any thing like an 
unbrotherly controverſy ſhould ſubſiſt, among brethren 
of the ſame religious ſociety. On the account of ſuch, 

particularly, I am ſorry there ſhould have been any cauſe 
for it; and from an affectionate regard towards all in 
that good and ſimple ſtate, I am induced to add a re- 
that although they are favoured to partake with 
of the better part, and in their ſtations are 
uſeful members in the church of Chriſt ; yet may they 


be inadequate judges of the general good which may 
riſe, on particular occaſions, from a free and rational 
diſcuſſion of particular points, to which their principal 
regard may not have been called. Therefore they will 
do well to avoid intereſting themſelves in what may 
ſeem to them like an unprofitable diſpute; and remem- 
ber, in which I defire to be their companion, the Apo- 
tle's admonition :—** Finally, brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, what- 
© ſoever-things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
© whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 


be any praiſe, think on theſe things. And the God 


' of peace be with you,” AMEN! 


ge no + controuling authority, in an ny matter of faith 

practice, in which I am at liberty from the laws of 
ny country and my God. Others may be content to 
Jonform without rational conviftion, and to wear 
backles; but I have different impreſſions of the rights 
bf Chriſtianity, and HAVE DETERMINED 10 
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